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Offshore Special Regulations 4.21.1 (e) and 4.23   

Carriage of Pyrotechnic Signals 

A submission from the Working Party Reviewing Distress Alerting and Location 

Purpose or Objective 

To revise the mandatory carriage requirements for flares to guidance and recommendations only 

Proposal 

Amend OSR 4.21.1(e) and 4.23 so that they are recommendatory not mandatory. 

4.23 Pyrotechnic and Light Signals 

4.23.1 The following quantities of Pyrotechnic signals shall may  be 
provided conforming to SOLAS LSA Code Chapter III Visual 
Signals and not older than the stamped expiry date may be 
considered 

  red parachute flares 
LSA III 3.1 

red hand flares 
LSA III 3.2 

orange smoke LSA III 
3.3 

race category 

6 4 2 MoMu0,1 
4 4 2 MoMu2,3 
 4 2 Mo4 

2 4 2 Mu4 
 

  TABLE 13 

 

Current Position 

OSR 4.21.1(e) and 4.23 are currently mandatory, this means that OSR are more onerous than 
some flag state carriage regulations. 

e) 2 red parachute and 3 red hand flares 
 

Mu3,4 

 

4.23 Pyrotechnic and Light Signals 

4.23.1 Pyrotechnic signals shall be provided conforming to SOLAS LSA 
Code Chapter III Visual Signals and not older than the stamped 
expiry date (if any) or if no expiry date stamped , not older than 4 
years. 

  red parachute flares 
LSA III 3.1 

red hand flares 
LSA III 3.2 

orange smoke LSA III 
3.3 

race category 
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6 4 2 MoMu0,1 
4 4 2 MoMu2,3 
 4 2 Mo4 

2 4 2 Mu4 
 

  TABLE 13 

Reason 

See Working Party Report, Special Regulations Agenda Item 6(b) 

The Working Party concluded that adequate non pyrotechnic distress alerting and location devices 
are mandated for each category of event in OSR and that the prevailing view from comments 
received by the Working Party is that consideration should be given to making the carriage 
requirements set out in 4.21.1 (e) and 4.23 recommendatory only. The Working Party believed that 
this would have a number of advantages, namely it would: 

• permit owners and persons in charge to decide what to carry; 

• be compatible with flag state carriage regulation where it exists; 

• not require the carriage of flares in excess of flag state regulations; 

• not conflict with recommendatory guidance give elsewhere in OSR; 

• overcome the cost of replacement and disposal. 

The Working Party noted concerns regarding the use of orange smoke for tracking what the air is 
doing around a casualty to aid helicopter rescue, however SAR aircraft carry their own means of 
achieving this. 


